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Hospitality is a word that Catholic Workers throw 
around with reckless abandon, but it has many 
meanings and incarnations. This issue of the via pacis 
is loosely dedicated to the exploration of hospitality 
and the presentation of different perspectives. It is our 
hope that you may come to know some of the joy and 
pain of our experiences by reading our little paper. 
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by Joanne Kennedy 


Several months ago I had 
a discussion with a city in- 
spector who was responding 
to a complaint about a bro- 


ken handrail on our exterior 
staircase. He asked me how 
_we used the property. I care- 


fully indicated that it was 
used as a single family 
dwelling. He asked if all of 


_ the residents were related to 


each other by blood or law. 
Because, he explained, if we 
leased, letted or allowed the 
property there were differ- 
ent, more costly, handrail re- 
quirements than if it was 
owner occupied. 

I told him we did not lease 
‘or let the house; but that I 
was unclear on the meaning 
of “allow” in this context and 
the technicalities of defining 
“owner occupied.” I asked 
him, hypothetically, how he 
would classify property that 
was owned in trust and 
shared by a family of four 
plus six other unrelated 
adults guests who might 
stay for as long as fifteen 
years, none of whom were on 
the trust, He gaye me a sort 
of bleary-eyed crazed look 
and said that would be con- 
sidered “allowing” the prop- 
erty and that this house was 
not zoned for that particu- 
lar usage. 

Luckily, grace prevailed 
and the inspector did not 
want to stand in the sub- 
zero wind chill any longer, so 
he gave me the sheet for 
owner occupied handrail 
construction and told me to 
buy a building permit. 

Since that day I have 
spent considerable time 
thinking about how zoning 
laws and social constructs 
make it difficult to be hospi- 
table. I have yet to meet a 
landlord (or a city inspector) 
who thinks it’s a great idea 
to have their tenants offer 
hospitality. It seems our only 
recourse is to do it without 
the blessing of the law or 
society and in fact, in spite 
of it. 

I recognize it is a little bi- 
zarre to imagine having 
people just walk right into 
your house, use the phone, 
use the restroom, get a cup 
of coffee, read the paper and 
start talking to you. Sure, 


‘it’s hard to explain to social 


workers and doctors that I 
am not technically a family 


member, but I live with a 
person and care for them as 
though they were my fam- 
ily. Certainly, sharing one 
shower with seventeen 
other people is trying. 

But it is equally as un- 
usual to have a stranger 
knock on your door. to offer. 
you a free case of ice cream 
or a box of clothes. This is all 
part of our hospitality. Just 
by being here the Catholic 
Worker creates a space 
where people can bridge the 
chasm that separates us. 


Instead of feeling like there’s 
no place to get or give help, 
people know they can come 
to our house and do both. 


This gives a human face to’ 


both sides of the equation. 
We are no longer strangers 
who fear each other, we are 
friends. 

This relationship is not a 
byproduct of the population 
size of Des Moines. Even in 
cities much smaller than 
this people choose to ignore 
their neighbors. This rela- 
tionship is a creation of love. 
With deliberate action we 
extend ourselves to offer 
support and safety. We are 
not naive to the realities 
around us and we do not fix 
every problem. But truly 
knowing people allows us to 
talk with them instead of 
judging or pitying them 
from afar. : 

In some ways we operate 
like a tribe. For example, I 
have no children of “my own” 
yet I manage to parent 
about ‘twenty-five children 


on the two blocks where we 
live. I do everything from 
wiping runny noses to home- 
work. It’s not because their 
parents are negligent that 
we all share this joy, but be- 
cause this seems like a good 
way to live. All of us sharing ~ 
responsibility for caring for 
each other. 

I am a twenty-seven year 
old white female and people 
of all ages, races and char- 
acter treat me like family. 
‘Children of every shape and 
size slip-up and call me 


“mom.” It’s not particularly 
because their families are 
less functional, they are not 
looking for a new family. It’s 
just that “family” is popu- 
larly defined too narrowly . 
Maybe it’s time we took 
some pressure off the 
“nuclear family” before it 
gets to critical mass and 
melts down. 

We are constantly in each 
other’s ~business. When 
someone’s car breaks down, 
they are shamed if they 
don’t ask for help. Five dif- 
ferent households share 
tools. We mow our neighbors 
lawns or shovel their walks, 
sometimes without even 
asking. We yell hello to each 
other on the street or out the 
window. When the woman 
across the street needs fur- 
niture moved, she knows she 
can ask us. 

When someone gets too 
hot or cold from being out- 
side, people send them to our 
house. We walk home with 
people who need help and 


we pack to-go plates for 
people who can’t get out. 
When our saw was no place 
to be found we could go to 
the pawn shop up the street 
and borrow a saw, because 
the man who works there is 
frequently our dinner guest. 
It was strictly a good faith 
transaction, pitifully rare 
even in Iowa. 

Nearly all of the children 
in the neighborhood, Carla’s 
included, refer to our house 
as “the catholic”. It’s catchy, 
and I find myself referring 
to it that way also. But the 
‘greatest aspect of this nam- 
ing is that it’s right on the 
mark. We are catholic, with 
a small “c”, universal. 

Sometimes, we tease each 
other about our “socially in- 
appropriate” behavior, but 
we wouldn’t have it any 
other way. It seems sense- 
less to live so close to other 
people and not care about 
them. And, once you're knee 
deep in someone else’s busi- 
ness, it’s much easier to get 
the heart of matters like 
poverty, drug addiction and 
abuse. 

When I began this article 
I went to the dictionary to 
look up the word “hospital- 
ity” and through the obliga- 
tory reference to other simi- 
lar words I found hospitable 
- “welcoming guests or 
strangers with warmth and 
generosity.” That was warm 
and fuzzy enough, but then 
came host - “1) one who en- 
tertains guests 2) an organ- 
ism on or in which a para- 
site lives . . . 5) the conse- 
crated bread or wafer of the 
Eucharist.” 

Suddenly, it all made 
sense to me in that amaz- 
ingly simple way that truth 
is sometimes revealed. 
Ofcourse, hospitality is Eu- 
charistic. It is communion, it 
is the living body of Christ 
and it is rich with similar 
mysticism, ritual and agony. 
And, ifit happens to be para- 
sitic, ’m happy to be the 
host because even hump 
backed whales know that 
parasitic relationships 
aren’t all bad. 

Jeanne Kennedy has been 
living at the Des Moines 
Catholic Worker for the past 
two years, since dropping out 
of law school to become a 
catholic worker. She previ- 
ously was a hanger-oner at 
the Los Angeles Catholic 
Worker. 
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Calling all Des Moines Catholic Worker 


friends, supporters and via pacis readers! 5 
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You are cordially invited tojoin us Bore 
; . mucl 

é Ji 
August 23 - 25 — 
. Cath 
to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the with 
ae is on ek 
POR yO . ad Go st 
Des Moines Catholic Worker Community -~ 
, ; ; was ) 
$3 to hay 
It was exactly twenty years ago August 23, 1976, that Frank Cordaro and Joe DaVia spent their first night in 9 and y 
the first Catholic’°Worker House on Indiana.’ Since then, well over a 130 people have come to live in community and. | Then 
share in the mission and work of the Des Moines Catholic Worker. Hundreds of others have lent their-support, talents | that t 
and résources to keep the community going and the houses of hospitality afloat. Literally thousands of people have Marri 
come through the Des Moines Catholic Worker doors over the past twenty years, seeking and finding help: June 
We are happy to announce that Phil Berrigan and Liz McAlister of the Jonah House Resistance Community in= a part 
Baltimore, MD, will be our guest speakers Friday night August 23rd. The topic of their talk will be “Faith Family and 4 3 : 
Resistance”. Liz and Phil have lived at Jonah House raising their three children, while doing resistance and peace and Robe ; 
justice work for the past twenty odd years. Both are part of the Plowshares Movement and have done extended time in Ko - 
prison. nen, 
We are also excited to announce that we will be celebrating the marriage of Carla Dawson and Richard Ngamo. an e 
Saturday afternoon, August 24th. The whole weekend promises to be a very special time. We hope many of you can ly hav 
join us. Stayin; 
al ne 
Can vi: 
.. Schedule of Events. .............. | 
- unless otherwise stated, all of the below will take place at the DM CW - aa 
T1¢ 
Friday Phil Berrigan & Liz McAlister speaking at Trinity Methodist Church, 8th 
and College, Des Moines, three blocks north of the Catholic Worker six: 


. artic 
Saturday 9:30am. Special gathering for out of town friends M aM 
2:00 p.m. Open House, tours of the Des Moines Catholic Worker Houses former 
4:00 p.m. Carla & Richard’s Wedding Ceremony inteer 
5:00 pm. Reception & Supper ; 
7:00 pm. Concert with Relative Minor, the ultra hip:Catholic Worker Band from the Anathoth : 
Community in Luck, WE.) Of ke Se Ree tee OF ee Se 


Sunday 11:00 a.m. Brunch 
12:30 p.m. Liturgy 


Out Of Towners - Be sure to call ahead of time for final details and updates. Hospitality is available upon request. 


In Towners-Be sure to give the house a call. We will be needing help with hospitality, food, set up and money. 


s For More Information call the 
Des Moines Catholic Worker at (515) 243-0765 


An Open Discussion for Reform Minded Catholics 
with Robert Ludwig 


GS S Saturday, August 17th 


9am.- 11:30 a.m. 
Friends Meeting House, 4211 Grand Avenue, Des Moines 


via pacts 


Newsletter of the 
Des Moines Catholic Worker_Community 


Bishop Dingman House 


1310 - 7th St. (515) 243-0765 ‘is bett 


he perso 


Msgr. Ligutti House Iowa Call To Action is hosting an open discussion with Robert Ludwig® issue 
1301 - 8th St. (515) 246-9887 any Catholics interested in the reform movements within the Catholic Ch ecoveri: 
ve is on 


Robert Ludwig is a member of the National Call To Action Board. He im, ~. 
Director of Ministry at De Paul University, in Chicago, and author of the} r Bove 
Reconstructing Catholism for a New Generation (Crossroad, 1995). Bob is ae 
the brother of Fr. John Ludwig, the pastor of the Drake Newman Paris hited a: 
Des Moines, and a good friend of the Des Moines Catholic Worker. 


Lazarus House - 
1317 - 8th St. (515) 246-1499 


1 be the 
bin d. W 


Newsletter 
Editor - Joanne Kennedy 
Associate Editor/Circulation - Frank Cordaro 
With lots of help and support from everybody else. 


For more information about this event and the Iowa Call To Action 
contact Fr. Frank Cordaro at (515) 534-4691 
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by Carla Dawson | 


Hi! ] hope this commu- 
my article finds you 
lppy and healthy. We 
ave been very busy. 
any-friends have been 
re to visit and lend a 
auch needed hand. 

Jess and Jim, whe have 
jarted the Dubuque 


o-———» 


—_ 


: =i atholic Worker ‘stayed 
= Heath us for a couple of 

Hl) ivecks this winter. Jim got 

| lystay longer because 

i) mess was visiting family. It 

© gras wonderful pleasure 

: ; | have them stay with us 

t night in ~ and we wish them well. 
nity and - | MW hhemost exciting thing is 
ort, talents that they will be getting 
jle have jgearried on the 22nd of 


ine and Joanne will be 


munity in- |fjgepett of the ceremony. 

amily and ’ | | Ona very pre aad 
) Mite, our long time frien 

1 peace and | Iiberta (Bertic) Kyar had 


ded time in 


| 
| 


pmove out of the house. 
She needed more atten- 
ton than we could possi- 
tlyhave given her. She is 
saying at a rehab hospi- 
llnearby, though, so we 
gn visit hersoften. She 
poms to be getting better 
nd her spirits are lifting. 
Bernd Hausman, a Ger- 
man social work student, 
fas come to live with us 
ir six months. (See his 
miicle) He is a friend of 
Michael Porzgen, a 
mer DMCW/BVS vol- 
inteer from Germany. I 


rd Ngamo. 
you can 


»th 
Bae”: I'm finding that after 


ifteen years at the Catho- 
leWorker there are a lot 
)§ aways a person can do 

(atholic Worker hospital- 
iy. | want to be part of 
this movement when we 
pass over the threshold of 
the next century. These 
days, I’m finding that I 
can do better working one 
n one than most people. 


oines Ttis better to-deal with 
~ one person at a time and 
t Ludwig for me issue at a time. Pm 
olic Church, 1 uscovering that all we 
-d. He is the have is one life to live and 
- of the bookgammte'’ &tVe0 only a limited 
Bah ike a mount of time to live it. 
; J ~ = And what we do with this 
n Parish, im: limited amount of time 
a 


willbe the mark we leave 
fehind. Whether or not 
9 Action 
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wommunity 


think Bernd may have 
chosen the wrong profes- 
sion because he has made 
some good friends in-the 
children here, especially 
Neil and David. Maybe el- 
ementary education is his 
calling. He also enjoys 
spending time with. Kay 
in the garden and baking 
bread. He might be a 
green thumb baker. We 
will miss him when he 
leaves in August. We hope 
he will come back and 
visit. 

Mike Burrell, a friend of 
ours and former commu- 
nity member at the Kin- 
dred House, has been 
helping out at the house. 
He recently got a good 
lawn care job and has 
been working hard. We 
are optimi®tic that he can 
hold on and take every 
day as it comes. Our yards 
are looking nice thanks to 
him and his co-workers. It 
is good to have him here. 

Kelvin has also gotten a 
great job, in a training 
program for carpenters. 
The skills he is learning 
are useful to us in our own 
rehab projects. After work” 
he is always ready to help 
out with dinner and 
shifts. 

Paul Duke is another 
summer volunteer, sent to 
us from Alabama via a 
woman in Missouri. He is 
a morning person, which 
is very helpful for us, and 


we are remembered our 
mark will be there just 
like my comings and go- 
ings. 

As for my future plans, 
I want to get back home 
to visit friends and fam- 
ily. [should be working at 
the Iowa State Fair again, 
this. will be my sixth or 
seventh year. I will also be 
ringing bells for the Sal- 
vation Army during the 
month of December. I’d 
like to keep doing one on 
one jobs, helping people as 
best I can. 

One of the things I re- 
ally like doing is driving 
cross country. If you are 
going to be driving a long 
distance and need some 
help, call me at the Catho- 
lic Worker. If Tam not al- 
ready busy, I can help. 
That is what I did for Ed 


via pacis — 


heis not afraid to put any- 
thing together to make a 
tasty pot of soup ?! He is 
still trying to decide if he 
will stay until our anni- 
versary party in August. 

Rashida Loggins, a won- 


derful, lovely young 
woman whom I have 
watched grow up, gradu- 
ated from North High 
School this June. We are 
so proud of all that she 
has accomplished and we 
are excited for her to be 
going to college at the 
University of Kansas in 
the fall. She lives with us 
now, at Ligutti House, and 
she is a great helper 
around the house in addi- 
tion to working two part- 
time jobs. We hope that 
every child wil! grow up 
to be such a fantastic light 
of hope. 

David Natas, a Jesuit in 
his first year of formation, 
came to stay with us for 
almost two days on his 
pilgrimage. He was a 
great presence at the 
house and he is welcome 
back anytime: We. wish 
him well on his journey. — 

Tony Pohlen is still an- 
other summer volunteer. 
He is a student at Notre 
Dame and is here on a 
service project through 
the University, arranged 
by the local alumni club. 
There is not a job too big 
or too small, from dishes 


BE. 


Bloomer a couple of weeks 
ago. I helped drive Ed to 
Springfield, Missouri and 
to Louisville, Kentucky to 
visit friends and relatives. 
While in Louisville, I got 
to visit the Abbey where 
Thomas Merton lived and 
worked. And we drove by 
Fort Knox where all the 
US. gold is stored. I also 
got to meet a lot of Ed’s 
friends and relatives. It 
was a good trip. 

I still have hopes of 
having a.car of my own. 
I'm still carving wood and 
writing. As for my health, 
I’m still working on it. 
Thanks for your prayers 
and support. I hope to see 
many of you this August 
at the Des Moines Catho- 
lic Worker’s 20th Anniver- 
sary celebration. It should 
be a great time! 


re ee 


to moving furniture, that 
he won't do. He has been 
a god-send. We know that 
this must be a total shock 
to his system, but he is 
holding up like champ. We 
will definitely miss him 
when he leaves at the end 
of July. We know that he 
will come and visit when 
he goes to see his parents 
in Minnesota. 

Kay, our fabulously tal- 
ented neighbor has gotten 
a new job also. She is now 
the head baker at the 
Kirkwood Hotel. It is a lot 
of work, but she is very 
competent and is doing a 
great job. Otherwise, she 
and her boys are well, 
looking forward to the 
summer and lots of time 
to have fun, 

Joanne has been jet set- 
ting from the West Coast 
to the East Coast. She 
went to California again 
for a cousin’s wedding and 
to stay with her nieces 
and nephews while her 
sister and brother-in-law 
went away for the week- 
end. Then she went to 
New York with Fr. Frank 
for Dan Berrigan’s Birth- 
day Party. She says she 
had lots of fun. 

Norman was taking 
care of Bob Notman- 


.Cogk’s. mother, at her. 


house in Dexter, for sev- 
eral weeks, but now he is 
back with us. He has been 
weeding and pruning and 
making model cars while 
looking for a job. If you 
have any suggestions for 
him please feel free to 
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Eddie and Norman 
went on a trip to Ken- 
tucky. (See Norman’s 
Whereabouts). Eddie has 
moved out of Dingman 
House into Ligutti House. 
He is planning another 
trip. to Kentucky with 
Norman in July. We all 
hope it is a great trip! 

My personal life has 
been busy. Richard and: 
got married by a Justice 
of the Peace in Omaha. 
We are still going to have 
a ceremony in August and 
hope everyone will come. 
We would especially like 
for Richard’s family to be 
able to join us, but it is 
very expensive to travel 
from Cameroon. If you 
know a great travel agent 
or can help us with this 
situation please let us 
know. 

Julius passed sixth 
grade and is visiting with 
his granny in Davenport 
this summer. Joshua fin- 
ished first grade with 
very high marks. He is 
looking forward to second 
grade. Jordan will bein a 
multi-age classroom in 
the fall for Kindergarten. 
Both of the younger boys 
will make the most of 
their five weeks of sum- 
mer vacation before they 
go.back to school in July. 

Thanks for all your sup- 
port. We would be lost 
without all of you. Keep 
on sending your clothes, 
furniture and money. Re- 
member us in your 
prayers as we remember 
you. God Bless You! 


call. . e-> 
ey BEY 
A Word from Bernd... 


Hello everybody! Perhaps you already heard about the 
German guy who is living at the Catholic Worker 
House. That’s me, Bernd. I’m 24 years old and study- 
ing social work in Nurnberg(Bavarian). I can use this 
stay as part of an intership year for my studies. The 
last half year I worked with homeless people aad also 
in a peace center. The homeless shelter in Germany 
was similar to the “traditional” shelters here in 
America. Of’course, there are big differences, like the 
kinds of problems that the people have or the financ- 
ing, but the work is the same. For a lot of people it 1s 
a job. It is the way they get their money and I felt that 
is not my way to deal with that. It is more! So, I began 
to search for an alternative way to support these 


people. 


I heard of the Catholic Workers. A movement whose 
principles are voluntary poverty, to live with the poor, 
non-violence! personalism. . . That sounded very in- 
teresting to me and I think it is also a link of my work 
with homeless people and the peace work. So, I de- 


cided to go to Des Moines. 


I am here now for three months. Naturally, there is 
a difference between theory and practice and it is not 
like I expected it to be, but instead there are so many 
things I didn’t expect. Every day is a new positive 
struggle through a new way of life, new language, new 
relationships and a new kind of hospitality. That’s how 
life is. If anybody wants to join me during this struggle 


feel free to come and visit me. © 7, IUD) 
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The following is a series of comments from community members of the Des Moines Catholic Worker. — 


JuliusJohnson 
(Carla’s oldest son, he has 
lived at the DMCW for 7 
years) 


What do you think about 
what we do here ? 
“It’s aaall goooood” 


What is it that we do? 
“The catholic' lets people 
stay, provides hospitality, 
It’s all good, what we’re 
doing.” 


Michael Burrell 
(Long time friend, guest 
and volunteer at the 
DMCW) 


Why should we do hospi- 
tality? 
“Well, I don’t know if it’s 
actually in the gospel, but 
you caring helps me to 
care and I know I want to 
do it for the rest of my life. 
You know, we’re not all 
drug addicts and prosti- 
tutes, some don’t have the 
mental capacity and soci- 
ety don’t want ‘em. We are 
the throw aways, but if we 
band together and do for 
each other we'll be ok.” 


What do you like best 
about doing hospitality? 
“If someone’ comes over, 


practically daily, and just. 


wants a little something, 
not a whole lot, and if it’s 
here and I can go down 
there and I can get it and 
give it to ‘em ‘that means 
that, ok, they got. their 
dinner. They might’ve 
had something anyway, 
but now they: got some- 
thing they're happy with 


andit didn’t takeawhole _ 
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Perspectives on Hospitality 


hell of a lot.” 


What do you like the least 
about hospitality? 
“Some people could have 
something, but they don’t 
try. Sometimes, I know, it 
takes awhile to get moti- 
vated, but it’s important 
just to have a spot you can 
go sit at-and just exist, for 
that month or whatever it 
takes ‘til you get tired of 
existing and decide you 
want to live a little bit and 
get up, that kinda pisses 
me off a littie bit, but I 
understand, I really do. 
Some people pound and 
pound and chip away at 
jobs in normal society, but 
they just can’t hold them 
down too long, it’s mental 
stress or whatever it is.” 


You’ve done hospitality in 
other places, what makes 
this place different? 

“T believe that this group 
of people, right here, hon- 
estly care. Not just -for.a 
place to stay. Doing this 


just to have a place to stay 


in from the cold is one 
thing, but to do it and re- 
ally care, that’s something 
else. To put some time 
into this is more impor- 
tant, to me, than any- 
thing.” 


Can everybody do hospi- 
tality? 

“We're just human beings, 
some of us choose to,be 
here, some of us don’t. 
That’s why I think every- 
body should do a little bit 
of this hospitality thing. 


Tony and Joshua seer 


In China, or wherever it 
is, everybody's got to go 
into the army for so long, 
everybody should have to 
do this, just a brief, you 
know, six, seven months. 
It’s not a lifetime, but it’s 
enough to let you know 
how these people feel, 
that they are people, have 
feelings and need love 
just like you do.” 


Joshua Dawson 
(Carla’s middle son, he 
has lived at the DMCW 
all 7 years of his life) 


What happens here at "the 
catholic?" 

“The donation people 
come and they put the 
clothes in there and then 
people take the clothes. 
And we also eat dinner 
here, sometimes, at 6:00. 
Lots of people come.” 


Tony Pohlen 

(Summer volunteer, stu- 
dent-at-the- University.of, 
Notre Dame) Boe: 


How has this experience 
been for you so far? 


“It s a great experience . 


‘cause I would say there’s 
a large portion of society 
that doesn’t even know 
that people like this exist 
and that we do have prob- 
lems in this society and 
it’s not the perfect kind of 
society that a lot of people 
might be brainwashed to 
think.” 


Are the people you’ve met 
here different from other 


people you know? 

“I think we’re all people, 
some people are down on 
their luck, some people 
get breaks, some of the 
people who come here 
didn’t get those breaks.” 
Can everyone do hospital- 
ity? 

“T don’t think everyone’s 
ready to make that radi- 
cal of a commitment” 


Jordan Dawson 
(Carla’s youngest son, he 
has lived at the DMCW 
for all five and a half 
years of his life) 


What is "the catholic?" 
“A place where you eat or 
color or draw.” 


Paul Duke 

(Summer volunteer, stu- 
dent at the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham) 


What is hospitality to -you? 
“Meeting a need. If there 
weren’t places like this 
where would people go? 
They would become 
pretty hopeless. The sub- 
urbs turn their back on it, 


‘they don’t mind sending 


a check, but they turn 
their back on it.” 


Can everybody do hospi- 
tality? 

“It’s such a wild way of 
life, you have to give up 
so much and do so much, 
it’s not for everybody.” 


Are people here different 
from other people you 
know? 

“Everybody has dreams 
and ideas, some of the 
people who come through 
here, I don’t know, I don’t 
hear a lot about dreams.” 


You've done hospitality in 
other places before, how is 
this place different? 

“The whole community 
setting is different. I 
think it’s.kinda cool. You 
not only meet the needs of 


4 the homeless, but the - 


‘Day, you know, that every — 
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needs of the other com- 
munity members. 

Like babysitting. It’s 
not officially called that, 
but when the parents are 
gone and you're taking 
care of them (the chil- 
dren) that’s babysitting. 
Or even, like medical care, 
Kay came over and said 
‘Come over in an hour and 
I’ll have something for — 
your cough and cold’, you © 
know, stuff like that. In 
my neighborhood, my 
neighbors couldn't care 
less if I’m sick or healthy. 

The other times that 
I’ve done stuff, I really 
didn’t have anybody to» 
turn to, like if there was” 
something going on, the 
people that worked at the 
shelters were just there, 
and when they went 
home they did their home 
thing. Like here, if there’s 
something going on 
there’s a community 
member to talk about it 


: \ 
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What do you like the least 
about doing hospitality? 


t 
“T don’t know, it’s self- E. 
centeredness, like when] Chi 


go out of my way to help 
somebody and they al- 
most expect that and 
more, you know they're 
really rude about the hos- 
pitality that I try to show. 
Sometimes that offends 
me, but Father Frank told 
me that I should be ask- 
ing them for forgiveness 
to be in the position to 
help them.” t 


What are you going to 
take with you when you 
leave here? oe 
“The other things that 'm 
learning about Dorothy — 


Eddie Bi NDaminsgana 


person that’s tired should © 
have a bed, everybody 
that’s hungry should have © 
something to eat, it’s true. 
And somebody has to pro- ~ 
vide that, I mean because — 


a 


| 
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there’s too much red tape 
when you go through goyv- 
ernment funded agencies. 
I was at a place one time 
and they turned a guy 
away because he didn’t 
have an i.d. to get in. How 
are you going to get i.d. if 
you don’t have a mailing 
address or if you are 
homeless and don’t have 
money? The need should 
be met.” 


Kelvin Howell 
(long time volunteer and 
friend of the DMCW) 


What does hospitality 
mean to you? 
“Hospitality means to in- 
vite someone in out of the 
elements” 


Can everyone do hospital- 
ity? 


“Everyone should“do it.” 


but some people choose 


| not to follow the guidance 


| 


of the Bible” 


Ed Bloomer 
(Community member at 
the DMCW for the past 
three years) 


Why do you do hospital- 
ity? 


“It is our-¥esponsibility,- 


because those without 
need us; and we need 
them to keep our perspec- 
tive and keep our prayer 
line open upstairs. I think 
Christian based commu- 


Eddie and Dominique 
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Marvin came to Mass last Friday night. He is a 
neighbor that always kind of scares me, he towers over 
you, wild eyed, making no sense at all. He certainly 
lives in a different reality, who knows what voices he 
hears or who he sees when he looks at you. He sat 
down as we shared Mass, and got ready to speak. 

“When it rains, God is crying,” Marvin began, there 
were about twelve of us at Mass that night. We were 
discussing a passage from the book of Mark. It wasn’t 
about rain . 

“When it rains, God is crying,” he repeated. It’s been 
raining a lot, too much, enough to make the national 
| news. A couple of folks nodded their heads in agree- 
ment. So much rain does dampen the Spirit. 

“When it rains, God is crying.” Repeated, the words 
/ soaked in. Marvin, a rainy evening, the words said 
over again, then again. Well, if God is crying , there 
| must be a lot to cry about. 

I remember a Cherokee story explaining the need 
or spring storms. It described a kind of Creator’s 
| spring housecleaning. Heavy spring rains wash away 
_ the winter dirt, strong winds bring down weak tree 
limbs. It’s the Creator's way of preparing for new 
growth. Well, the Creator has a lot of cleaning to do, 
| we humans have been making quite a mess. 
Marvin’s words, to me, were a message of the Spirit, 

a message of tears and cleansing. It’s hard to admit 

this, but I haven’t cried for a long time and Marvin's 

words made clear to me my own need to clean house. 

It’s pretty hard for there to be much new spiritual 

growth when the heart is messed up with pain, loss 

. or frustration. Like our friends, the trees, aweak limb 

could fall any time, on anyone, when you least expect 

it. A good, wailing wind storm can clean out dead 
wood, while everyone runs for cover. 

I’m grateful for Marvin’s Mass. Why the World-Hon- 
ored One brings rain we will never know, but on this 
rainy evening, I found a sense of what I need to do. 


nities and intentional 
communities are the 
wave of the future in this 
country since’ the 
economy is going down 
the toilet and there’s no | 
hope for workers.” 


How is our relationship | 
with the neighbors? 
“The neighborhood eats : 
with us at night. Th 
woman across the stree 
cuts my hair, I think we’re © 
pretty close.” 


What is the best thing 
about hospitality? 

“It goes off spontane- 
ovxly, Getting pantry 
goods or distributing 
clothing. Just being help- 
ful, whether it’s looking 
up a phone number for 
someone without glasses 
or that can’t read very 
well, just things like that, 
making coiiee, doing the 
dishes, mopping the floor. 
It’s all important, I think 
it breaks it down and 
makes it even. I’m just 
pleased to be here. I think 
we’re. doing. the. right 
thing, it’s a mandate for 
what Christ wants us to 
do for the poor. Fighting 
for peace and justice 
makes it worthwhile.” 

-up editors 


Please join us for 


Friday Cucning Liturgy 
730 fe the 
Dingman SHtudE 
1310 - 7th Se 
Come celebrate the Eucharist 


and spend time with friends. 


Everyone is welcome! 
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Know My Name: A Gay Liberation Theology by Richard Cleaver 


by Frank Cordaro 


It is with great joy and 
honor that I am review- 
ing Richard Cleaver’s 
book, Know My Name: A 
Gay Liberation Theology. 
Richard’s book has been 
sitting on my ‘must read’ 
book pile since last 
summer. 

Good intentions aside, 
I did not actually read 
the book until I-heard a 
tape recording of Bishop 
Thomas Gumbleton’s 
talk, “Homophobia and 
the Ministry to Gay and 
Lesbian Catholics” given 
at the National Call To 
Action Conference in 
Chicago last November. 
At the beginning of his 
talk, Bishop Gumbleton 
referred to Richard’s 
book as an important 
resource in the field of 
ministry to homosexual 
people. 

Richard, as many of 
you know, is a former 
Des Moines Catholic 
Worker. He came to us 
in 1979 after spending 
several years with the 
Catholic Worker commu- 
nity in New York City. A 
graduate of Grinnell 
College, Richard served 
as our community expert 
on the Catholic Worker 
movement and its’ 


their statement read: 


and Kevin Cameron. 
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history. Articles he wrote 
explaining the Catholic 
Worker positions in the 
via pacis eventually 
became the basis of his 
first published book, 
New Heaven New Earth: 
Practical Essays on the 
Catholic Worker Pro- 


am. 

While with us, Richard 
never kept his being gay 
a secret. At times, he 
would publicly speak or 
march on behalf of gay/ 
lesbian rights. Our 
community was never 
adversely effected by 
Richard’s being gay or 
by his public stance. 

One of the reasons we 
caught very little flack 
for having Richard, a 
publicly known gay man, 
as a member of our 
Catholic Worker commu- 
nity is because Richard 
always saw himself as 
more than just gay. Yet, 
he never hid the fact 
that he was gay. 
Richard’s sense of his 
own self worth is very 
evident in this most 
Richard 
lays out the basic prin- 
ciples upon which his 
Gay Liberation Theology 
rests. He maintains that 
being a Christian is far 
more difficult, central 
and important to his 
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human development 
than is the fact that he 
is a homosexual man. 
“Put another way, being 
Christian, for me, ts very 
much like being gay: 
something not so much 
decided as discovered, 
then (and only then) 
chosen. I resisted, and 
continue to resist, the 
discovery that lam 

Christian more than I - 
ever did in the discovery 
that I am gay. The latter 
was natural, inevitable, 

and for the most part 
painless... Nevertheless, 

I was claimed by a 
presence, a Shekinah, 
and being Christian was 
the undeniable result. I 
must add that the 
Shekinah is loving, not 
stern, and she claimed 
me without calling on 
me to renounce my 
gayness in any way.” (pg 
vili) 

Richard does not, can 
not and will not separate 
his personhood from his 
gayness. The God of 
Love, from whom he 
experienced his call to 
follow Jesus, loves his 
whole being, gayness 
and all. It is upon this 
bedrock experience with 
the Shekinah (God's 
Spirit dwelling within) 
that Richard builds his | 
Theology of Gay Libera- 


Sixteen people gathered on the steps of St- Ambrose Cathedral (across from 
the Chancery) on Ash Wednesday to pray for the Catholic Church. Excerpts from 


We are concerned Catholics who wish to add our voices and prayers to two 
national Catholic reform movements, Call To Action and Future Church. We are 
calling for a national dialogue on the future of priestly ministry. 

This call for dialogue responds to a moment of great opportunity in our U.S. 
Catholic Church. In June 1995, twelve bishops (among them Bishops Untener, 
Murphy, Gumbleton, Lucker and Archbishop Weakland) released a position pa- 
per calling for frank and open discussion among U.S. bishops on topics including 
the priest shortage, ordination of married men, the question of women and equal- 
ity in the Church, loss of the Mass, the issue of priest morale, pedophilia and the 
quality of candidates being attracted to the priesthood today. Reportedly more | 
than 100 additional bishops support much of this statement.’ . . 

We believe that now is the time for all Catholics to engage in an open and honest 
dialogue to seek creative solutions to this crisis in our Catholic family. We must 
revitalize priestly ministry for the sake of the Gospel, for the sake of the Eucharist, 
for the sake of people'called to priestly-ministry but unjustly denied the opportu- 
nity to respond to that call, for the sake of our ordained brothers who carry an 
increasingly heavy work load and for the sake of young people who hunger for 
spiritual values from a credible church. 

Other individuals who work within the church considered attending the prayer 
service but decided against it for fear of jepoardizing their positions. At the ser- 
vice the following statement from five area priests was read. “We wish to go on 
record in our support for a national dialogue on the future of priestly ministry. We 
would be with you in person except we fear the possible consequences our presence 
| would pose to our active priestly ministries. We are committed to furthering the 
needed ongoing dialogue within the Catholic Church regarding these issues.” It ' 
was signed by Fathers Frank Cordaro;Tom Coenen, Tom DeCarlo, David Polich 
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tion. 

What I enjoyed most 
about Richard’s book 
was his use of the scrip- 
tures. Richard does not 
formulate any particular 
theological justification 
or set of formal prin- 
ciples upon which to 
claim his Theology of 
Gay Liberation. Instead, 
he uses the interprative 
lenses of Liberation 
Theology to reread the 
scriptures from his gay 
experience. This meth- 
odology gives the scrip- 
tures a new and refresh- 
ing attitude. Old and 
New Testament. stories 
of Adam & Eve, Moses, 
Esther, Rahab, Ruth, the 
Good Samaritan, the 
Women at the Well, 
Zacchaeus, Lazarus, the 
women who anointed 
Jesus feet, the Eucharist 
and the Resurrection are 
all reread from a gay 
liberation perspective. 

It makes for an interest- 
ing read and grounds his 
theological assumptions 
into some of the si sere. 
text of our tradition: 

More Catholics are ~*~’ 
beginning to seriously 
question our Church’s 
official teachings on 
homosexuality. In his 
talk, Bishop Gumbleton 
said that the Church 
must stop making 


An Un-official Ash Wednesday Prayer Service 


Ed, Yvonne and Pam 
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judgments about homo- 
sexuality and start 
listening to gays and 
lesbians talk about their 
experiences. Regarding 
the Church’s attempts to 
formulate a moral 
teaching on homosexual- 
ity, Bishop Gumbleton 
said, “If we had allowed 
gay and lesbian people 
to speak for themselves 
down through the years 
we would not have 
people making judg- 
ments such as the ones 
(recently) coming down 
from the Congregation 
On The Doctrine of the 
Faith.” 
Richard Cleaver's 

book, Know My Name: A 
Gay Liberation Theology 
is a great. example of a 
gay man writing and 
theologizing about his 
experience of being gay 
and oppressed, but still 
loved by God and called 
to follow in Christ’s 
liberating spirit. I highly 
recommend this book to 
anyone wanting to hear 
a unique perspective on 
what it means to bea 


> faithful’ Christian: 02) °° 


The book is available 
from Westminster John 
Knox Press, 100 
Witherspoon Street, 
Louisville, KY 40202- 
1396. ISBN 0-664- 
25576-0. 


(Sr) 
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lakes And Prairies Life Community News 
- compiled by Jo Peterson - 


Wemorial Day at Offutt 


Members of the Des Moines Catholic Worker Community and Lakes and 
fairies Life Community - Omaha gathered at the main gate of Offutt Air Force 
ue, home of StratCom, for a Memorial Day vigil on May 27. Preceding the 

mal was a discussion regarding the reasons why we were at Offutt on Memo- 

ml Day, the rationale for civil disobedience and our individual motives for 
etticipating in the vigil. Just before we were to conclude our vigil, a service- 

wn stopped to ask about our reason for being there. After a short discussion, 
left with words of encouragement to ignore those passing by who would be 
mde but didn’t understand. 


he 
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2 goat 
hoto by Paul Duke 
ed above at StratCom from left Ed Bloomer, Rich Koeppen, Gail Plasek, 


)Peterson, Norman Searah, Bernd Hausman and Frank Cordaro. 


Mother's Day at ELF 


On May 12th, over 100 people gathered at the main entrance of the 
Project ELF site for what has become an annual Mother’s Day demonstration 
Stop Project ELF. Sponsoring groups included; Vigil For Peace, Anathoth 
(immunity, Nukewatch, Northland Greens, Grandmothers for Peace, Veterans 
it Peace, Loaves and Fishes Catholic Worker Community, Saulk Prairie Peace 
foncil-and Lakes and Prairies.Life Community, : 

Mother’s Day traditionally celebrates motherhood, this was also a day 
here the fruits of that labor, the children, were celebrated. A good number of 
ildren were present at this year’s demonstration. Many of them have been 

urt of the demonstrations at ELF since birth, activists in their own right. 

Some of the children took on the leadership roles of speaking. The children, 

ong with other participants, then wove yarn between the trees and the main 
pie to create “dream weavings.” This Native American symbol signified the 
goup’s collective hope that the ELF site would soon be closed. The event also 
fatured wonderful music provided by Relative Minor. 
Twelve people crossed though the gates, were arrested and issued cita- 
ions for trespassing. Only Jason Husby, the son of Donna Howard-Hastings, 
was detained due to two outstanding warrants for similar actions at the ELF 
aie. He was released the same day. Jason’s brother Ben also participated. 


Sy : 


Mark Kenney Released 

Mark Kenney was released from the Yankton Federal Prison Camp May 
With. He is back home with his family, doing well and busy with his new job. 
Hethanks everyone for their prayers and support while he was in captivity. 


end... 


laurentian Shield Plowshares Update 

Tom and Donna Howard-Hastings are being held in the Ashland County 
dailin Ashland, WI pending trial for their participation in the “Laurentain 
Shield Plowshares Action”, named for the granite bedrock under the ELF 
mitenna. On Monday April 22, Tom and Donna entered the Project ELF site in 
the Chequamegon National Forest armed with two handsaws, legal briefs 
‘@tablishing the illegality of ELF and photos of the children in who’s defense 
they intended to act. After a short prayer, they proceeded to cut down three 40 
fot ELF antennas poles, interrupting power to the site and, for a brief time, 

#0 pping Project ELF. 

They were arrested immediately and were charged with felony sabotage 
which carries a 10 year and/or $10,000 fine. They were also initially charged 
mith a misdemeanor destruction of property which was later bumped to a 

fony destruction of property charge which carries a penalty of five years and/ 
$10,000 fine. 

The trial is expected for September. Three expert witnesses have agreed 
‘appear for the defense, including noted professor, historian, author and 
wtivist Howard Zinn, Captain James T. Bush, Retired Sub-Commander from 
the Center of Defense Information and Francis Boyle, a Professor of Interna- 
tinal Law at the University of Mlinois. ~~ 

Send donations to: Laurentian Shield Plowshares, 228 - 19th Ave. East, 

Duluth, MN 55812. Letters of support are welcome. Write to them in care of the 
dshland County Jail, 221 - 7th St. East, Ashland, WI. 54806. For immediate 
dates and trial information call: John LaForge at-(715) 472-8714. 
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August 6th StratCom 
! Witness & Line Crossing 


Lakes and Prairie Life Communities 
(LAPLC) - Omaha invites you to join us for our 
annual August 6th witness and line crossing at 
the Strategic Nuclear Command (StratCom) 
Headquarters-at Offutt Air Force Base in 
Bellvue, NE. Along with remembering the1945 

I A-bombing of Hiroshima, this year we will also 

i make note of the 50 year history of the Strategic 
I Air Command (now StratCom) Headquarters at 
I Offutt Air Force Base. 


I 
I 
| 
I 
t 
: 
I 
j 
i 
i 
I 
I 
1 
! This year’s two-day protest gathering site . 
! will be the University of Nebraska, Omaha i 
I (UNO) Religious Center at 101 North Happy i 
! Hollow Blvd in Omaha, located just East of the i 
j UNO campus on the S:E. corner of Memorial i 
I park: I 
I i 
i Two-Day Schedule ; 
i Monday -August 5 1 
j 1 p.m. Nonviolent Training r 
i 3 p.m. Road trip to Offutt . j 
I 6 p.m. Supper } 
i 7 p.m. “Line Crossing” Planning i 
i 9 p.m. Social (Jo wants to dance) 7 
Tuesday -August 6 
i 8 a.m. (Optional Liturgy) i 
I 9am. Breakfast I 
I 10 a.m. Clean up & Wrap Up j 
i 12 noon Witness & Line Crossing ' 
Contact: Fr. Frank - (515)534-4691/ Jo Peterson - 


i (402) 556-9057. The phone number of the UNO 
: Religious Center is (402) 558-0234. i 


Pann <4 


1 Registration Form if 
I Yes, I plan to join you for DS | 
I the two day gathering 2 | 


I for the Witness & Line Crossing i 


I Yes, I (we) will need hospitality 
How many people. 

I Floor Space Beds 

i 


I No, I can’t make it - but please keep me informed 

I of future StratCom efforts___ 

Donations welcomed to help defer the cost of 
gathering. 


Address : 


Send to: Fr. Frank Cordaro 
P.O. Box 145 
Lacona, IA 50139 


JOB ANNOUNCEMENT 


The Iowa Peace Network is seeking a full-time 
coordinator. Respensibilities include: publishing 
Dovetail newsletter, programming, networking, 

administration and fund-rasing. Salary range 

(based on experience): $13,000 - $16,000 per year, 
includes medical benefits. Job-sharing couples 
are encourage to apply. Direct inquiries to: 
Search committee 


Iowa Peace Network 
4211 Grand Ave 
Des Moines IA 50312-2496 


Application deadline: Sept 30, 1996 


BIG congratulations to IPN 
on celebrating their 
__ 20th anniversary! 


Below are the names of DMCW community members as they appeared in the via pacis beginning in 
Fall 76 up to the present. This is your personal invitation to join us for our 20th Aniversary. 
(see page 2 for more details on the anniversary) 
Frank Cordaro, Joe Davia, Malcom Mackenzie, Ed Polich, Miike Smith, Ann Deitchmnan, Kate Miller, Kevin Miller, John Zeitler, Jacquee Dickey, Sr. Eve 
Kavanaugh, Tony Caldiero, Edson Howarth, Betty Goodnough, John Smith, Nanette Droste, Karen Streng, Tim Heller, Steve Marsden, John Walsh, 
Richard Cleaver, Benny Bliss, Peter DeMott, Jim Barrett, Donna Henderson, Lee Ann Irwin, Leighton Berryhill, Brent Vanderlin, Tim Brennan,Sherri 
Rickabaugh, Jenny Salvato, Marilyn Nevina, Gary Severin, Patience Garvy, Lydia Caros, Fr. Bert Wilwerding, Marlas Baker, Randy Gieske, Walter Clark, 
Norman Searah, Rusty Martin, Steve Andsager, Jeff Patch, Charlie Speak, John Hutchens, Jerry Mehalovich, Wayne Zebelman, Matthew Friel, Michael 
Wehle, Terry Zebelman, Gary Eklund, Kristin Layny, John Shoup, Nancy LaMusga, Linda Vanderbilt, Dwayne Grady, Mauro Heck, Michael Sprong, Dottie 
Lynch, Deb Zunkel, Sr. Diane Hungerford, David Stein, Sharon Clemons, Patti McKee, Russ Simmons, Jim Harrington, Maggie Olson, Bernie Neidlein, 
Cindy Blake, Nick McNamare, Kris Wolffe, Sharon Waters, Aaron Walter, Scottie Palmer, Carmen Trotta, Keri Fisher, Wendy Bobbitt, Luke Bobbitt, Katie 
Bobbitt, Judith Reeh, Marla Wells, Ron Siewert, John Rutt, Chuck Pieri, Leagals Dunbar, JR Stockberger, Ted Pedersen, Kay Meyer, Jan Meyer, Kenna 
Meyer, Kary Meyer, Carla Dawson, Julius Johnson, Joshua Dawson, Jordan Dawson, Corey Hardin, Carol Pilgrim, Molly Youngkin, Thomas Taylor, 
Roberta Kyar, Jerry McDermott, Irving Schroeder, Georg Busseck, Albreckt Kasterman, Mark Rogness, Bob Roberts, Jeff Tedder, Jeffrey: Tedder, Norma 
Tedder, Sheila Tedder, Lori Smith, Michael Porzgen, Emily Sims, Shel Eller, Janice Baker, Jessica Barnhill, Andrea Loeffelholz, Liz Richardson, Ed Bloomer, 
Richard Ngamo, Brett Murner, Kelvin Howell,Joanne Kennedy, Neil Meyer, Rashida Loggins, Mike Burrell, Bernd Hausman, Paul Duke, TonyPohlen. 


Apologies to anyone we neglected to include, let us know! We hope to ‘see as many of you as possible in August! 
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Address Correction Requested 


Please, send us -your change of address before the post office does and save us 35 cents! 


